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Abstract

Introduction and Objectives: At a time when Islamic societies face extensive aggres-
sion from their adversaries, revisiting the foundational pillars of Islamic social authority
and resilience has become an unavoidable imperative. An examination of traditional Is-
lamic textual sources reveals that one of the fundamental components of this empower-
ment lies in the Prophet’s (PBUH) sermon at Mina and the well-known dictum: “There
are three things on which the heart of a Muslim never harbors malice...” (thalathun la
yaghillu ‘alayhinna qalbu imri’in muslim). Accordingly, adopting a descriptive-analytical
approach, this study seeks to address the central question: What is the key determinant of
authority and structural solidity within the Islamic polity in light of this tradition?

The findings indicate that through an analytical examination of exegetical and linguistic
perspectives regarding the concept of nasthah (benevolence/sincerity), alongside its con-
textual alignment with Surah At-Tawbah (9:91), “Nasthah for the Imam” in this setting
extends far beyond conventional counsel or admonition. Rather, it signifies sincere obedi-
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ence, comprehensive support for leadership, active presence in defensive struggles, civic
and social backing of governance, and providing welfare for the families of combatants.
These synergistic actions serve as the primary safeguards and driving forces behind the
empowerment of the Islamic community against external threats. Furthermore, the clause
“sincerity of action for Allah” (ikhlas al-’amal lillah) denotes the rigorous alignment of
discourse, behavior, and social stances of all community members with Islamic norms
and jurisprudence.

Keywords: Sincerity toward Allah (Nasihah li-Llah), Sincerity toward Leaders, Obe-
dience to the Imam, Public Presence of Believers, Surah At-Tawbah (9:91), Al-Nasthah

li-A’immat al-Muslimin.
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