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Abstract

Introduction and Objectives: Faithfulness to covenants is one of the foundational prin-
ciples of Islamic political jurisprudence and a central rule in Islamic international law.
Nevertheless, in verse 58 of Surah al-Anfal, the Noble Qur’an rules that, in the event of
fear of treachery on the part of the treaty party, the covenant may be “renounced” (nabdh
al-’ahd). The main issue of this study is to determine, from jurisprudential and exegetical
perspectives, the conditions, scope, and effects of the Qur’anic rule of renunciation of
treaty, as well as to clarify its relation to the legitimacy of preemptive measures against
enemy sedition and treachery. Accordingly, the principal question of the article is what
indication verse 58 of Surah al-Anfal provides regarding the annulment of a treaty in the
event of fear of treachery, and whether the legitimacy of preemptive military measures
may be inferred from it.

This study is organized on the basis of a descriptive-analytical method and relies on Ima-
mi Shi’i lexical, exegetical, and jurisprudential sources. The findings show that the term
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“fear” (khawf) in the verse does not refer to mere personal anxiety, conjecture, or initial
suspicion; rather, it denotes a rationally grounded apprehension based on reliable indica-
tions, circumstantial evidence, and valid signs of betrayal by the opposing party. Like-
wise, “renunciation of treaty” (nabdh al-’ahd) means the unilateral and publicly declared
termination of prior commitments, not covert or surprise treaty-breaking. From a jurispru-
dential perspective, a treaty is not automatically dissolved merely upon the emergence of
such fear; rather, its termination requires the decision and declaration of the Islamic ruler.
The phrase ‘ala sawa’ also indicates the necessity of a clear and equal announcement of
the termination of the treaty, so that the conduct of the Islamic government is not deemed
an instance of perfidy or treachery. The conclusion is that verse 58 of Surah al-Anfal does
not directly indicate the obligation of jihad; rather, it primarily establishes the rule of re-
nunciation of treaty. Therefore, preemptive military measures acquire legitimacy only af-
ter the realization of rationally grounded fear, prior declaration of the treaty’s termination,
and determination by the legitimate guardian authority—unless the enemy has already
openly violated the treaty.

Keywords: Preemptive Measures, Breach of Covenant, Rationally Grounded Fear, Treaty,
Qur’an 8:58.
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